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HSS 403-010 FILM AND MEDICINE) SPRING 2021 SYLLABUS (E-LEARNING)

DORIS ZAMES FLEISCHER, Ph.D.
PERSONAL PHONE: 718-615-0350
PERSONAL E-MAIL: sirod1@optonline.net
NJIT EMAIL: doris.fleischer@njit.edu
I intend to respond to all student inquiries, so in the event that students do not get a
response from me, it is not intentional; they should contact me again.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Prerequisites: HUM 102 with a grade of C or higher, and 6 credits at the 300-level History and
Humanities GER with a grade of C or higher; 3 credits at the 300-level may be taken
concurrently as a co-requisite. The capstone seminars allow students the opportunity to work
closely with an instructor in a specific area of the instructor's expertise. Students are required to
bring together interests and skills developed in previous courses. Students make in-depth oral
and written presentations. A list of capstone seminars is published each semester in the course
registration bulletin.

This course will use film as a tool to enhance students’ ability to analyze, think critically,
and express their ideas cogently in writing with respect to the major medical issues
reflected in the required nine films and one lecture. Students are also expected to
demonstrate their research skills. Students are responsible for securing access to these
films.
Any plagiarism (presenting another's writing as your own) will be referred to the Dean
for further action. Be very careful to do all your own work. The university has a clear
policy on plagiarism: “A student who fails a course due to academic integrity violations
will be assigned a grade of ‘XF’ in that course and be placed on probation for a period to
be determined by the sanctioning authority.”
Students will be required to write four fully documented essays on the medical issues
involved in the films listed below. Students will also be required to do research in order
to write these essays. For each essay, they must use at least six related, reliable, and
retrievable sources (3 related to each film), as well as the assigned film(s). For the
major Research Essay (Essay #3), students must use at least eight related, reliable,
and retrievable sources (2 related to each film), as well as the required films. Students
must cite their sources for paraphrases, as well as for direct quotations, following MLA
1

HSS 403-010 FILM AND MEDICINE) SPRING 2021 SYLLABUS (E-LEARNING)
specifications for in-text citations. In addition, they must include a Works Cited list,
following MLA specifications. They should avoid using Wikipedia, except for their own
edification, or sources that lack author(s) name(s). For assistance finding appropriate
sources, students are encouraged to consult the NJIT Research Librarian
(davida.scharf@njit.edu). Students should focus on analysis of issues presented in the
films, rather than mere plot summaries. Nonetheless, students should discuss how the
filmmakers use the language of film, including plot and character, to convey their
visions.

With respect to sources, note the following: Although peer-reviewed sources are preferred,
students may include also references to books, periodicals, newspapers, documentary films,
videos, websites, as well as other reputable Internet sources that contain the names of the
authors. Although it may be used for your own edification, do not use "Wikipedia" as a source.
Be especially careful of online sources. Be sure that such sources are reliable and retrievable.
Examples of legitimate online sources are Google Scholar, New York Times, and WebMd.
Peer-reviewed sources are preferable. A peer-reviewed source has been subject to a “blind”
review by other experts in the field to determine if the manuscript is worthy of publication. Since
the material is anonymously reviewed prior to acceptance for publication, peer-reviewed
publications are believed to be the most reliable sources of information. Examples of scholarly,
peer-reviewed journals include The New England Journal of Medicine, Journal of the American
Medical Association, The Lancet, Human Communication Research, The Academy of
Management Review, and The Journal of Personality and Social Psychology. Relevant NJIT
Library Data Bases include the following: Academic Search Premier, Business Source Premier,
Omnifile, Lexis-Nexis, and Medline. Cite your source(s) in the body of your essay, as well as in
your "Works Cited" list.

ESSAYS ONE, TWO, AND THREE ARE DUE ON FRIDAY BY 11:50 PM ON THE
WEEK THAT THE ESSAY IS REQUIRED. ESSAY #4 IS DUE ON MAY 3.
FINAL GRADES WILL BE BASED ON THE FOLLOWING FORMULA:
Essay #1: 18 points
Essay #2: 18 points
Essay #3: 29 points
Essay #4: 18 points
Class Participation: 17 points
The Instructor will provide questions on the Canvas Discussion cite to stimulate student
thinking for class discussions, as well as for the related Essays.
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Class participation will constitute a significant part of student grades (17 points).
Students whose participation is regular and noteworthy will receive credit for their
efforts, and they will do significantly better than those whose participation is not up to
par.
COURSE SCHEDULE:
Week of January 18: Introduction, Review of Class Procedures, Discussion of
Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”
Week of January 25: View The Hospital (1971). Review questions on the film posted
on the Canvas Discussion site.
Week of February 1: View film The Doctor (1991). Review questions on the film posted
on the Canvas Discussion site.
Week of February 8: Submit Essay #1 (1,200 words) on the following topic: Using a
life-altering experience of a doctor and a hyperbolic, almost spoof-like, scenario in a
hospital, how do the films, The Doctor and The Hospital, illuminate what people really
need with respect to healthcare? Students should focus on analysis, not mere plot
summary, for this essay and all those that follow. Nonetheless, in that analysis, they
should consider how the filmmakers use the language of film, including plot and
character, to convey their visions.
For all Essays, students should document fully, adhering to MLA specifications
for in-text citations and include a Works Cited list, also consistent with MLA
specifications. For Essays #1, #2, and #4, they must include brief integration of at
least six related, reliable, and retrievable sources (3 related to each film), as well
as the assigned films (or lecture). For Essay #3, the Research Essay, they must
integrate eight related, reliable, and retrievable sources (2 related to each film), as
well as the assigned films.
For Week of February 15:  View The Constant Gardener (2005 ). Review questions on
the film posted on the Canvas Discussion site.
For Week of February 22: View Lorenzo’s Oil (1992). Review questions on the film
posted on the Canvas Discussion site.
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For Week of March 1: Submit Essay #2 (1,200 words). Your fully documented essay
should reflect your analysis of the medical issues dealt with in the two films, as well as
your related research. Discuss how accurately each of the two films illuminates the
following: (1) the way in which pharmaceutical companies operate in other nations,
especially vulnerable ones, and in the U.S., and (2) the way in which activists can
influence the policies of such companies, as well as national policies.
For Week of March 8: View Dallas Buyers Club (2013). Review questions on the film
posted on the Canvas Discussion site.Temple Grandin (HBO 2010). Review questions
on the film posted on the Canvas Discussion site.

For Week of March 22: View For Week of March 29: View Concussion (2015)). Review
questions on the film posted on the Canvas Discussion site.
For Week of April 5: View Contagion (2011). Review questions on the film posted on
the Canvas Discussion site.

For Week of April 12: Submit Essay #3 (2000 words). Your fully documented essay
should reflect your analysis of the medical issues dealt with in the films, as well as your
related research. Discuss the following: (1) How does Dallas Buyers Club reveal the
struggle of early AIDS activists, as well as the limitations they faced with respect to
public policy regarding this devastating epidemic? (2) How does the film, Temple
Grandin, explode common misconceptions about autism? (3) How does Concussion
bring to light an epidemic that was being covered up? How is this epidemic relevant to
a wider population than professional football players? 4) How accurately does
Contagion dramatize the danger of a potential world-wide pandemic? Explain. For this
Essay, students should briefly integrate at eight related, reliable, and retrievable
sources (2 related to each film) other than the required films.
For Week of April 19: For Week of April 26: Review lectureView film Sicko ( 2007).
Review questions on the film posted on the Canvas Discussion site.
For Week of April 26: Review lecture by David Himmelstein presented at the
Technology and Society Forum. Link will be provided. Review questions on lecture
posted on Canvas Discussion site.
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On May 3: Submit Essay #4 (1,200 words). Your fully documented essay should reflect
your analysis of the medical issues dealt with in the film, as well as your related
research. Discuss the following: (1) How accurately does Michael Moore’s
documentary film present U.S. health care policy prior to the passage of the 2010
Affordable Care Act (ACA)? (2) How does David Himmelstein’s lecture reflects on
Moore’s film? (3) How has the ACA has impacted U.S. health care policy? (4) What
improvements could be made to the ACA? (5) How was the ACA being threatened by
the Trump Administration? 6) What is the policy of the current administration regarding
the ACA? 7) What has the pandemic revealed the about the American healthcare
system and how that system compares to the healthcare systems of other developed
nations?
The last essay should demonstrate student mastery of analysis of films, ability to relate
films to each other, information technology skills, as well as the ability to document
appropriately (following MLA specifications for in-text citations and Works Cited list).
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